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Evaluating Web sites
Directions:

1. Read Evaluating World Wide Web Sites or Teaching Undergrads Web Evaluation. Take note of the
definitions of "Authority," "Accuracy," "Objectivity," "Currency" and "Coverage."

2. Your teacher will assign you to a group of three students, giving each student a letter. Each letter
corresponds to a category or categories, as follows:

A: Authority and Accuracy
O: Objectivity
C: Currency and Coverage

3. Working independently, visit each of the designated Web sites and evaluate each Web site based on the
assigned category or categories. Assign a score to each site from 0-3 in your assigned category or
categories (with 1 being the lowest and 3 being the highest, or best score). Use the following guidelines in
your scoring process:

0 Does not meet the criteria
1 Meets some of the criteria
2 Meets most of the criteria relevant to this particular site
3 Meets or exceeds the relevant criteria for this particular site

4. When you are finished, share your findings with the other members of your group and explain why you gave
each site the score that you did. Then add up the total of points each site received (from all group members)
and write the total score in the last column.

Authority Accuracy Objectivity Currency Coverage Total

Web site #1

Web site #2

Web site #3

Web site #4

Questions to Consider:

1. Was the Web site with the highest score the "best" site? What made it a good site?

2. Would you use the Web sites? Why or why not?

3. Is there any value in using the Web site that received the lowest score? Why or why not?

4. How will the process of evaluating these Web sites assist you in understanding the related case?

5. How will you use this Web site evaluation guide in the future?

Additional Resources for Evaluating Web sites:
Untangling the Web: Tip Sheet
Knowing What's What: The 5 Ws (and 1H) of Cyberspace
Why we need to evaluate what we find on the Internet
How to Tell if You Are Looking at a Great Site

http://www.iona.edu/library/research/evalfrm2.htm
http://www.ala.org/acrl/undwebev.html
http://www.closeup.org/ncss-tip.htm
http://www.media-awareness.ca/eng/webaware/tipsheets/w5.htm
http://thorplus.lib.purdue.edu/%7Etechman/eval.html
http://www.ala.org/parentspage/greatsites/criteria.html

